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Entrenched disparities in our laws and public policies, and in 
our public and private institutions, have often denied…equal 

opportunity to individuals and communities. Our country 
faces converging economic, health, and climate crises that 
have exposed and exacerbated inequities, while a historic 

movement for justice has highlighted the unbearable human 
costs of systemic racism.

(E.O. 13985)



The Center for Community Resilience, Redstone Global 
Center for Prevention and Wellness, Milken Institute
School for Public Health, George Washington University. 
Visit go.gwu.edu/ccr for original work.





Systemic racism and social oppression 
touch every aspect of society, including 
our research process
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Reflect on how it impacts….
1.The research questions we ask

2.Who is viewed as an expert

3.The value we attribute to particular 
methodologies over others

4.Analytic approaches we select

5.What constitutes “evidence”

6.How we frame and disseminate our work



The “Moynihan Report” (1965)

The Negro Family: The Case For National Action
Office of Policy Planning and Research, United States Department of Labor
March 1965



Participant engagement moves us 
toward racial equity in research and 
evaluation
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Repair Historical 
Harm and Build Trust

• Address issues of power and oppression 
embedded in traditional research approaches

• Empower communities, program partners, and 
other stakeholders

• Aid in transparency

Chicago Beyond. Why Am I Always Being Researched?: Guidebook for 
Community Organizations, Researchers, and Funders to Help Us Get from 
Insufficient Understanding to More Authentic Truth
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Challenge Deeply Rooted Values and 
Assumptions

• Help us explore alternative methods and approaches for 
doing rigorous research

• Capture the benefits and costs of our methods from more 
than just the researcher's perspective

• Shift our focus from individual behaviors to the systems 
that constrain opportunity 



Born in Slavery: Slave 
Narratives from the 
Federal Writers' Project, 
1936 to 1938
Library of Congress
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Enhance Rigor and Relevance
• Ensuring we are focused on the right questions

• Developing the most suitable designs

• Utilizing the most appropriate measures and analytic approaches

• Accurately interpreting the findings

• Effectively disseminating the results



Each agency must assess whether, and to 
what extent, its programs and policies 

perpetuate systemic barriers to opportunities 
and benefits for people of color and other 

underserved groups. Such assessments will 
better equip agencies to develop policies and 
programs that deliver resources and benefits 

equitably to all
(E.O. 13985)
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